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number of these keys at a time, to apply by his own ingenuity, till he 
has learned the ready application of all. The last, which corresponds 
to the gradual process, in which the principles of arithmetic and 
geometry are taught and applied, will be found exemplified, as I 
nope, in the following pages." — pp. 3, 4. 

The execution of this book is admirable. Teachers will thank 
the author for having used so clear and so simple a mode of ex- 
pression, as to make oral explanations almost unnecessary. To 
arrange and select the praxis upon each section, so as to exclude 
from it every word involving a principle not yet explained to the 
learner, and yet to present a series of neat sentences at first, and 
then of elegant and interesting extracts from classic authors, re- 
quired an amount of care and labor which can hardly be appre- 
ciated by those who enjoy the benefit of them ; and a discrimi- 
nating mind and good taste are visible throughout the work. 

There are some faults in the mechanical details of the 
book. For instance, the Latin words introduced into English 
sentences are not indicated by italics, nor in any way distin- 
guished from their neighbours, the vernaculars ; but we believe 
this occasions less confusion and inconvenience to young learn- 
ers, than we might at first suppose. A Latin word, to a child, 
or a person unacquainted with the language, is as unlike the 
English ones by its side, (though in the same type,) as the coun- 
tenance of a stranger is unlike the "old familiar faces" of his 
family; and though they may be " dressed all alike, with black 
crape over their faces," his eye has an instinctive power of dis- 
tinguishing the unknown from the familiar, and he is not so 
much puzzled and embarrassed as we might fear he would be. 

We cannot dismiss the work without mentioning its peculiar 
suitableness for fireside instruction; as parents, who may have 
long ceased to attend to the study of Latin, will, in the use of 
this volume, find a pleasant refreshment of their own knowledge, 
and be sure of laying, in the minds of their children, a sound 
foundation for farther attainments. 



7. — Annual Report of the Board of Trustees of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital for the Year 1837. Boston. 
James Loring. 1838. 8vo. pp. 30. 

This Report presents a gratifying view of the condition and 
usefulness of each department of the Hospital. It is highly 
creditable, that gentlemen busily engaged, as are most of the 
Trustees, in the active concerns of life, should be found willing 
to devote their time and attention with so much fidelity and zeal 
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to the care of a public institution. That they have done it also 
with ability and wisdom, is evinced by the prosperous conditi6n 
of the charity. Much of this prosperity is doubtless owing to 
the unwearied assiduity of the successive Boards of Trustees. 
The monthly meetings of the Board, with the weekly visits of 
committees, since they have never degenerated into matters of 
form, not only serve the purpose of transacting the necessary 
business, but are a constant incitement to every one connected 
with the institution, to perform his duty with the like faithfulness. 

The Massachusetts General Hospital embraces two depart- 
ments, distinct from each other, but under the management of 
the same Board of Trustees, and supported by the same general 
fund ; the Hospital for the sick and wounded, in Boston, and 
the McLean Asylum for the Insane, in Charlestown. From the 
Report of the Superintendent of the Hospital it appears, that the 
whole number of patients admitted during the year 1837 was 
440 ; 213 of whom were free patients, and 25 more paid board 
but a part of the time. To those who are regarded as pay pa- 
tients, the institution may justly be considered as performing, 
only in a somewhat lower degree, a work of charity, since, 
independently of all the outlay of capital, the weekly charge for 
board &c. to much the greater part, is much less than the 
weekly cost. The number discharged during the year was 453, 
358 of whom are reported as " well," " much relieved," or " re- 
lieved " ; only 32 died. The " Analysis of patients," exhibiting 
their several trades and employments, would furnish a topic for 
some general reflections, but we must refrain from offering them 
at present. 

The Asylum for the Insane admitted, during the year, 120 
patients ; and 105 were discharged. Of these, 72 are reported 
as " recovered," and 13 as " much improved," and "improved." 
It is worthy of observation, that the term " cured," which com- 
monly appears conspicuously in similar reports, is not used/ in 
either of these. The medical officers in both institutions seem 
to have modestly abstained from claiming the favorable termina- 
tion of so many cases as the fruit of their labors, though it can- 
not be doubted that it might be so claimed with as much justice 
as in most similar instances. We like these terms better, and 
are glad to see them introduced by so high authority. The 
young practitioner may be excused for ascribing to his first pre- 
scription the cure of the patient. But a little experience only is 
sufficient to teach him, that other agencies besides his own have 
much to do with the result ; and he soon learns to regard it as 
much more consonant to his real share in the matter, to say that 
the man recovered, than that he was cured. 
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The Report of Dr. Bell, physician and superintendent of the 
Asylum, is the first which he has had occasion to present, since 
his appointment to the office. " With respect to the general 
management, moral and medical," he modestly and pertinently 
remarks, he " has attempted few innovations or experiments. 
He has rather attempted to carry out and perfect, eclectically and 
combinedly, the respective plans of moral and medical treatment 
of the eminent individuals who have preceded him, not rejecting 
the aids offered in the experience of other institutions." The 
Report shows, in a brief detail, what these plans are, as at present 
administered, and gives a very satisfactory view of the means 
which the establishment affords for promoting the safety, comfort, 
and restoration of patients. We commend the Report to all who 
would see with what liberality, humanity, and sound judgment 
the Trustees have provided for this unfortunate class of sufferers, 
and what confident anticipations of success may be cherished 
from the care and management of the able and devoted phy- 
sician. 



8. — Reflections on the Present State of the Currency of the 
United States. Boston. 1837. pp. 34. 
Further Reflections on the Currency of the United States. 
By C. F. Adams. Boston. 1837. pp. 41. 

The first of these pamphlets was published in February, 1837, 
and accordingly before the collapse of the currency ; the latter, 
after the extra session of Congress. They are both able pro- 
ductions. The first deals with the causes of the pecuniary em- 
barrassments of the country; the latter with the remedies. The 
causes of these troubles are traced to the excessive banking and 
the spirit of speculation. As to the latter cause, it is not a sub- 
ject of regulation and control, any further than it can be indi- 
rectly checked by putting lenders on their guard. A man not 
under guardianship has a right, as far as the laws and institu- 
tions of the country are concerned, to ruin himself if he chooses. 
But it behooves the country to prevent any one from ruining 
others, as far as they can do this, by withholding facilities to his 
rashness or too sanguine enterprise. This office falls mostly 
upon the banks, through which a great part of the business of 
the country is conducted, as far as it rests upon personal credit, 
independently of property security by mortgage or otherwit-e. 
The check is to be given, not by any positive regulation, but by 
the interest of the stockholders of the banks to avoid losses and 
make the most of their capital. Their interest in one direction, 



